
C S
M

CC SS
MM

The EQUATOR Network
Enhancing the QUAlity and Transparency Of 

health Research 

Reporting your randomised trial: CONSORT 
2010 and other reporting guidelines

Oxford, 10th September 2010

Welcome 
Allison Hirst, The EQUATOR Network

Centre for Statistics in Medicine, Oxford



Learning objectives

Understand the importance of transparency and 
accuracy in reporting health research and be familiar 
with common deficiencies in the reporting of RCTs in 
medical journals and in the media

Understand the key concepts of reporting guidelines and 
their use in particular CONSORT 2010  for reporting 
RCTs and CONSORT for abstracts 

Appreciate the benefits of using reporting guidelines 
when preparing manuscripts for journals 

Learn about the EQUATOR Network and its online 
resources 



Why was EQUATOR set up?

Reporting of much health research is not adequate
There are good consensus reporting guidelines (+many 
others) which are not being widely used

International initiative - launched in June 2008

‘Umbrella’ organisation; key stakeholders:
– Researchers (authors), medical writers
– Editors & peer reviewers of general and specialty journals
– Developers of reporting guidelines
– Research funders
– Everyone interested in improving the quality of research 

publications and of research itself 



Major goals of EQUATOR 

Provide a comprehensive, up-to-date internet-based 
resource centre of tools and other materials related to 
health research reporting

Promote the use of reporting guidelines and other good 
research reporting practices through an education and 
training programme 

Assist in the development, dissemination and 
implementation of robust reporting guidelines

Conduct regular assessments of how journals 
implement reporting guidelines and audits of reporting 
quality across the health research literature

Facilitate “principles into practice” on a global scale



EQUATOR Steering Group

Doug Altman, Centre for Statistics in Medicine, Oxford, UK 

John Hoey, University of Toronto, Canada

David Moher, Ottawa Health Research Institute, Canada 

Ken Schulz, Family Health International, Chapel Hill, USA
Ana Marušić, Dept of Research in Biomedicine and Health, 

University of Split, Croatia. 

EQUATOR Funding:



EQUATOR resources

Website:  www.equator-network.org

Library for Health Research reporting
– Catalogue and links to reporting guidelines and 

other guidance
Collections of information for:
– Authors
– Journal editors/Peer reviewers
– Developers of reporting guidelines

http://www.equator-network.org/










Thank you 

www.equator-network.org
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